als: Parſons, Uicars Curuts, and lo all ſpixituall perſons: 8nd allo to al Juſtices of Peate, Maio 78, 
Sheriffes, Bapliffes, Conſtables, Churchwardens, x Hradbozonghes: And to all Offiters ol Citties, 
Boꝛoughes, and Townes cozpozate : And to all other cur Officers, Pmiſters, and Sublects whatſoc⸗ 
ver they bee, aſwell within Liberties, as without, to whom theſe pzeſznfs ſhall come, grating, 
WHEREAS wa are credibly certified by a Certificate vader the hands ol our truſly and welbe⸗ 
loued Subiens Sir Fulke Gres ill anight,Chancelloz of our Exchequer, Sir Thowas Leigh, fir Ed- 
ward Deuereux, and fir Thomas Holt Knights q Baronets, ſir Edward Greuill, fir Clement Fiſher, 
fir Clement Throgmorton, ſit Richard Verney, fix I Lomas Lucy, fir Henry Dymocke, fir William Someruill, fir I homas 
Beau fon, and fir Henry Rainsford Knights, Thomas Spencer, Edward Boughton, Bartholomew Hales, Iohn Repington, Willi» 
am Combe, and William Barnes Eſquioꝛs, Juſtices of the Peace within our Counties of Warwicke g Glouceſter : That vpon 
Saterday the Nynth day of Julyin the yeare ol our Loꝛd God, One Thouſand Sire Yandzed and Fourteene, thers happened a 
fodaine and terrible Fire within our Towne of Stratford vpon Avon within our Conntyof Warwicke, which within the ſpacevf 
leſle then two howꝛes conſumed# burnt Fifty  Fower dwelling houſes, many of them being very faire hoaſes, beſides Barnes, 
Stables, ⁊ other howſes of Office, together allo with great ftoze of Cone, Yay,Straw,UWod,x Timber therinz mounting in all 
to the value of Eight Thowſand Pounds « vpwards. Che fozceofwhich Fier was ſo great(the wind ſitting ful vpon the Towne) 
that it diſperſed into ſo many places thereof, whereby the whole Towne was in very great danger to haue bene vtterly conſumed 
and burnt; by reaſon whereof,and of two ſeuerall Fiers happening in the ſaid Towne within theſe Twenty yeares, to the loſſe of 
Twenty Thouſand Pounds moꝛe, not oi ely our ſaid pe Subiets who haue now ſuſtained this great loſſe, are vtterly vndone 
and like to periſh, but alſo the teſt of the Wownc is in great hazard to be ouerthzowne e vndone, the Jnhabitants there beeing no 
waies able to relieue their diſtreſled neighboꝛs in this their great want miſery. A ND wheras the ſaid Towne hath ben f 
Market Zowne whereunto great recourſe of people was made, by reaſon of the wakely Market, Faires, and other frequent mer⸗ 
tings, which were there holden and appointed, and now being thus ruinatede decayed, it is in gceat hazard to bee vtterly ouer- 
thꝛolwne, it either the reſoꝛt thither be negleded, oꝛ courſe of trauellers diuerted, which foz want of ſpeedy reparation may bee octaſi⸗ 
oned. And fozaſmuch as our ſayd diſtreſſed Subiecs the Inhabitants of the ſaid Towne are very ready 4 willing to the vttermoſt ol 
their powers to redifie ⁊ new build the ſay Tone againe, Pet finding the perfozmance theroftfar beyond their abilty, they haue 
made their humble ſuite vnto vs, that we would be pleaſed to pꝛouide ſome conuenient meanes that the ſaid Towne maybe againe 
rediſied 4 repayzed aſwell foz the reliefe of the diſtreſſed people within the ſame, as alſs fo2 the reſtoꝛing and continuing of the ſayd 
Market, and haue humbly beſought Us to commend the ſame god 4 laudable ded and the charitable furtherance thereot, to the be⸗ 
neuolence ot all our louing Dubiects,not doubting but that all god and wel:diſpoſed Chꝛiſtians will foꝛ common charity andloue to 
their Country, and the rather foz our Commendation hecrof, be ready with all willingnes to extend their charitalye reliefe towards 
the comfozt of ſo many diſtreſſed people, and the ſpeedy perfo2ming of ſo god and charitable a wozke. | 
n NE ypeethecefoze, that wee ( tendering the lamentable eſtate and loſſes of ourſayd diſtreſſed Jnhabitants, together 
with the humble ſuitof all our fozeſaid Juſtices made bnto dis on their behalfes) Of our eſpeciall Graceand Pzincely compaſſion, 
haue giuen a granted, and by theſe our Letters Patents doe giue and graunt vatoour fozeſaty truſty 4 welbeloued Subiecs, Sir 
Richard Verney,ftr Henry Rainsford nights,Bartholomew Hales Eſquioz, and the Bayliffe Burgeſſes of the ſapd Towne 
of Stratford vpon Avon, and to their Deputie g Depeties, the bearer oꝛ bearers yereof, full power, licence and authozity, to aske, 
nather,receiue,z take the Almes t chacitable beneuolence of all our loving Subicas whatſceuer Jnhabiting within our Counties 
of Yorke, Lancaſter, and the County Palatine t Biſhopꝛicke of Durham, Cheſter, Denbigh, Flint, Mowi.tgomery, Pembroke, 
Brecknock, Monmouth, and Heretord, with our Citties of L rke,Chelter, 3 Hereford, with our Towne and County of King 
ſton vpon Hull: Andin all other Cities, Townes Coꝛpoꝛate, pꝛiuiledgen plates, Pariſhes, Villages, and in allother places whats 
ſocuer within our ſaid Counties, and not elſe where, foꝛ ⁊ towards the new building, rerdifping and erccng of the ſaid Mowne of 
Stratford bpon Avon, & the relicuing of al ſuch our poꝛe diſtreſſed ſubieds, their Tliues + Childꝛen, as haue ſuſtained loſſe x decay 
by the miſfoꝛtuneof the ſaid Fire. | | 
WYCKEFDORC wee wil + command vou, and euery of pou, that at ſuch time and times as the ſayd Dir Richard Ver- 
ney, ſit Henry Rainsford, Bartholomew Hales, the Bayliffe e Burgeſſes afozeſaids2 anyofthem,o2 their Deputie oz Deputies, the 
bearer 02 bearers herroł, ſhall come t repaire to any ycur Churches, Chappels, oz other plates to aske, and reteiue the gratuities e 
charitable beneuolente ofour ſaid Subices,quieilyfo permit i ſaffer them ſo to da, without any manner pour lets,o2 contradinions. 
And vou the ſaid Parſons,Uicars, andCurats, foz the better ſtirring vp ofa charitab'c deusticn, deliberately topublith and declare 
the Zeno2 of theſe our Letters Patents vnto our ſaid Subiects , Crhozting and peciwaving them to extend their liberall contribu- 
tions in ſo god r charitable a de de. And you the Churchwardens of enery Pariſh whereſuch Colleaion is to bee made (as afoꝛe⸗ 
ſaid) to collec and gather the almes and charitable bencaolence of all our louing Subicas, And what ſhall be by peu ſo gathered, 
to endoꝛſe on the Backe-ſide herof,and deliacr the ſame to the bearer 02 bearers hareof.when as therevntoyou ſhall be reguned. fs 
ny Statute, Lawe, D2dinance,oz pꝛouiſion heertofoze made to the contrary in any wiſe notwithſtanding. 
A N witneſſe whecof, wee haue cauſed theſe our Letters to be made Patents fa2 the ſpace of One whole yeare next after the date 
beroftoenduce. Mitneſſe aut ſelſe at Weſtminſtec che Cleanenth day of Pax, in the Fourtœnth rare of dur Kaigne of England, 
Fraunce, and Jreland; and of Scotland, the Nyne and Fostieth. Sten ar 
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